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Toxic Plants to be used at H-B Certifications 
● The listed toxic plants are found in the Intermediate and Advanced USPC Manuals (2nd ed.) 
● Members and Candidates may use " An Illustrated Study Guide to Toxic Plants in the USPC 

Manuals to be used in certifications as study aid in identifying and describing the plants. 
 
 
1. Black Nightshade/Horse Nettle - Intermediate 

2. Black Walnut - Intermediate 

3. Bracken Fern - Intermediate 

4. Castor Bean - Advanced 

5. Chokecherry or Wild Black Cherry - Intermediate 

6. Foxglove - Advanced 

7. Frosted Grass/Clover or Alfalfa/Lawn Clippings - Advanced 

8. Hemlock, Poison - Intermediate 

9. Hemlock, Water - Intermediate 

10. Horsetail - Intermediate 

11. Johnson Grass - Intermediate 

12. Laurel/Mountain Laurel (The Manual incorrectly lists Mountain Laurel and Rhododendron as the same) - Intermediate 

13. Larkspur - Advanced 

14. Locoweed – Crazyweed - Advanced – see page 451 in Advanced Manual 

15. Lupine - Advanced 

16. Ornamental Yew - Intermediate 

17. Privet - Advanced 

18. Ragwort (Tansy, Groundsel, Senecio) - Intermediate 

19. Red Maple - Intermediate 

20. Rhododendron (The Manual incorrectly lists Rhododendron and Mountain Laurel as the same) - Intermediate 

21. Vetch (Hairy Crown) - Intermediate 

22. Yellow Star Thistle (The Manual incorrectly lists Yellow Star Thistle and Russian Knapweed as the same) - Intermediate 

23. Russian Knapweed (The Manual incorrectly lists Russian Knapweed and Yellow Star Thistle as the same) – Intermediate 

24. Oleander 

 
 
 
 

Instruction Department 


